MALACANANG


MANILA





BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES





EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 153





AUTHORIZING THE UTILIZATION OF OFFSHORE AREAS NOT COVERED BY APPROVED MINING PERMITS AND CONTRACTS AS SOURCES OF DREDGEFILL MATERIALS FOR GOVERNMENT RECLAMATION PROJECTS AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES





WHEREAS, the 1987 Constitution provides that all lands of the public domain, waters, minerals, coal, petroleum, and other natural resources are owned by the State and that the exploration, development and utilization of natural resources shall be under the full control and supervision of the State;





WHEREAS, Section 4 of Republic Act (R.A.) No. 7942, otherwise known as the Philippine Mining Act of 1995, provides that mineral resources are owned by the State; that the exploration, development, utilization and processing thereof shall be under the State’s full control and supervision and that the State may directly undertake such activities;





WHEREAS, Section 8 of R.A. No. 7942 provides that the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) shall be the primary government agency responsible for the conservation, management, development and proper use of the State’s mineral resources, including those in reservations, watershed areas and lands of the public domain;





WHEREAS, pursuant to Executive Order No. 786 dated 19 March 1982, the Natural Resources Development Corporation (NRDC) as a government corporation and corporate arm of the DENR is mandated to help promote the development of the country’s natural resources;





WHEREAS, Section 9 of R.A. No. 7942 provides that the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) shall have direct charge in the administration and disposition of mineral lands and mineral resources, both inland and offshore;





WHEREAS, Presidential Decree (P.D.) Nos. 3 and 3-A provides that reclamation of areas under water is limited to the National Government or any person authorized by it under a proper contract;





WHEREAS, pursuant to P.D. No. 1084 and Executive Order No. 525, the Public Estates 
